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those forms of union whose object is to serve the material
needs of life. They become harmful elements in society
only where egoistic interests get the upper hand in them,
so that the association aims to secure the advantage of its
members merely by injuring other kinds of occupation or
classes of society; or where different associations or in-
dividuals among those engaged in the same business, as,
for instance, masters and journeymen, manufacturers and
workmen, come into conflict. Cases of this latter sort are,
of course, usually symptoms of deeper moral evils. They
indicate, especially, that the bond of a common occupation
which should unite the warring elements is lacking, or only
apparent; that e.g. the manufacturer, or the workman
even, has been transformed either \vholly or in part into
a scheming capitalist who is trying to use the labour of
others merely as a means of increasing his own capital.
Immoral conditions of this sort necessarily influence the
various professional and trades associations, which may be
divided by a conflict of interests just as they are drawn
together by community of interests.

Apart from such cases as these, unfortunately not ex-
ceptional in our day, professional associations are among
the most important Agencies of social morality. They
strengthen the feeling of professional honour, and educate
the individual to take his part in activity for the public
good and to subordinate his own interest to that of the
whole. There is no doubt that their importance for the
social organisation is greater than that ascribed to them
at present, measured by the amount of political influence
they enjoy* But in this age, of course, when the xvill of
the State has reached so great a degree of power, there
can be no question of allowing them the autonomy they
formerly had, as represented in the constitutions of the guilds
and the legal privileges accorded to other corporations. Yet